
For any enquir ies: 
Olivia Brown Olivia Brown 
olivia@wildkatpr.com  
+44 (0)203 422 3344 

  
 
 

 
 

It ’s a scream! 	 
Tête à Tête’s announces activities for 2018    
 

“Opera is not only the most complex, but also the most visceral of art forms. Unless its driver is something that 
forces a raw primal cri de coeur, it makes no sense. That is why the most common drivers are sex or death, 
though we have seen many others over the years at Tête à Tête, as well as plenty of sex and a fair bit of 
death.  Recent causes to cry out include the moment of childbirth, an all-consuming frustration at Trump's 
Immigration ban, knife-throwing, and Brexit.  Whatever we have coming up for you, we can guarantee it'll be a 
scream!" – Bill Bankes-Jones 

 
• Tête à Tête continues to reflect current affairs, current gripes, and current joys into its 

programming, with 2018 being a part icularly scream-worthy year  
• Rather than yelling blindly into the bottomless void, the company is yet again challenging the 

boundaries of new opera, imitating and exploring life in art 
• Up next is “Frankenstein – The Modern Prometheus” produced by the Royal College of 

Music in association with Tête à Tête with performances on 12 and 13 May 2018 
o Each 15-minute opera is based on the themes of scienti f ic ideal ism and out-of-

control creations, marking 200 years since the publication of Mary Shelley’s iconic 
gothic novel Frankenstein 

o The five operas involved in this series feature: an avatar taking over the world, a moral 
dilemma over genetically engineered embryos, the tale of John Henry vs. the modern 
steam drill, a Dutch bear on the hunt for cake, and the Salem witch trials  

• Tête à Tête: The Opera Festival returns this year, from 26 July to 18 August, with an array of 
treats and surprises on its programme, which will be announced in May 2018  

• Cubitt  Sessions open the festival again this year, offering free servings of opera around the 
King’s Cross area: 

o Composer and Tête à Tête favourite, Errollyn Wallen performs her first Cubitt Session 
with her band, The Errol lyn Wallen Songbook, a continually evolving set of songs 

o Claron McFadden returns with a specially tailored version of Muziektheater 
Transparant’s big hit success Aubergine . Tête à Tête hopes to build on the success 
of their other food-related Cubitt Session, Hummus, last year, and feed the audience 
lots of baba ganoush 

o Tête à Tête itself is back by popular demand to massacre another repertoire classic in 
Toscatastrophe, meting out the same treatment the company did to Boheme last year 
in “Surprise Package” 

• As always, video recordings of Tête à Tête’s operas will be uploaded to the tete-a-tete.org.uk hub, 
with some, including Frankenstein: A Modern Prometheus, live streamed 

• Gearing up for next year, in Spring 2019, Tête à Tête’s ever popular Pop-Up Operas will for the 
first time perform outside the festival, touring public spaces and community venues in London and 
beyond 
 

www.tete-a-tete.org.uk  twitter.com/teteateteopera facebook.com/teteateteopera 


