
 

 

 
 

is a comic opera set against the backdrop of fetid 18th Century Paris.  

The Marquis De Sade has lost his libido and must find it or lose his head to the chopping 
block of Marie Antoinette. His quest takes him to a mythical world to petition its Crocodile 

God of fertility. 

Utilising opera, gospel, magical elixirs, profanity, irreverence and high art with low 
morals, the show’s creator Darren Berry weaves an elaborate, hallucinatory, cautionary 

tale. 
 
Lasting around 40 minutes, the ‘Covid Croc’ will differ from a regular performance in that 
it will intermingle live singing and acting alongside a pre-recorded film of the show and 

will be using only two singers playing multiple roles and a narrator to tell the story. 
 

Starring 
 

Caroline Kennedy (Soprano) and Phil Wilcox (Baritone) 
with Christian Holder directing  

and featuring in order of virtual appearance… 

Emily Raiher as The Messenger 

Helen Karikari as The Lady-in-Waiting and The Goddess of Love 

Jackson Scott as The Wizard Mystah Byegee 

and Susan Harriott as Momolow  

and finally Darren Berry making his debut as The Covid Gimp 

Age: 15 upwards 
Content warning – strong language and sexual themes throughout 

 
Produced by Reptilian Productions  

in association with Gus Robertson Presents 
 

www.thecrocodileofoldkangpow.com 
info@thecrocodileofoldkangpow.com 

www.gusrobertsonpresents.com 



 

 

 

Synopsis 

OVERTURE Paris Docks 1770. Sunset. 
Two young lovers bid each other a heart-breaking adieu. He sails away only to be lost at 

sea. His ship is wrecked by a violent storm. All souls aboard presumed dead. 

ACT I Seven Years Later ... 
The young queen of France, Marie Antoinette, sends a message to the Marquis de Sade. 

Sade is interrupted in his sex dungeon by the messenger and summoned to the palace 
immediately. The queen requests that he sire her a new Prince. Sade is horrified and 

declines the request for reasons of a personal nature. The queen is furious and threatens 
him with death and torture. Sade changes his mind and agrees to her demand. He has 
until the next full moon to solve his personal problems, after which he is to return to the 

palace and fulfil his promise. De Sade and his servant Justine, trawl Paris searching to find 
a cure for de Sade’s lost libido. They encounter a stranger, the Mystic, Mystah Byegee, 

who tells them of a powerful fertility potion made by a crocodile God. Sade dismisses him 
as a mad man, but the stranger is persuasive, and opens a magical portal into the 

mythical realm of Kang-Pow. All three step through it, leaving Paris far behind. 

 

The Cast 

DARREN BERRY – Creator Composer 

The show’s creator Darren Berry was born in London in 1974. Trained at the Royal Ballet School his formative years saw him 
performing as a dancer in operas & ballets in theatres all over the world. He is a multi-instrumentalist and vocalist and has 
written and released records on major labels with bands and also as a solo artist. He scores music for television, film, and 
plays. His work includes the HBO series Art-land, Channel 4’s The Turner Prize, along with installations at the Tate modern. 
He writes songs with and for other artists, winning a Grammy for the eponymously titled “La Roux” album, and is variously 
employed as a session musician, musical director, orchestral arranger and composer. 

CAROLINE KENNEDY - Soprano 
 
Soprano, Caroline Kennedy was awarded a BA Hons. in French and Drama from The University of Kent and graduated from 
The RSAMD’s Alexander Gibson Opera School. She has sung and covered roles with companies such as ENO, Scottish 
Opera, Mid Wales Opera, Nevill Holt Opera, Grange Park Opera, Opera Holland Park, Buxton Opera, Bampton Classical 
Opera and Tête à Tête. Most notable roles in the last couple of years have included Despina in Cosi fan tutte, Musetta La 
Boheme for The Kings Head Theatre and Nannetta Falstaff at Wilton’s Music Hall. Highlights of 2018/19 were singing 
Frasquita Carmen for both  Dartmoor Prison Project and Oxford Opera. She also won critical acclaim as Fireball/ Alexis 
in The Tales of Offenbach with Opera della Luna and Eurydice Orpheus and Eurydice at the Bridewell Theatre. Last summer 
the Bridewell also premiered Bumbleina, a cabaret which Caroline wrote and performed about the joys of online dating. 
Caroline has been involved in a number of community opera projects, from premiering the role of Veronica An Opera for 
Sunderland to introducing children to opera in schools with English Pocket Opera and Into Opera. She also does a lot of 
work with Lost Chord and Care Uk creating concerts for people suffering with Dementia. She is currently leading a Singing 
for the Mind group on Zoom and will sing again for Opera Helps from July.  



 

 

PHIL WILCOX - Baritone 
 
Phil was born in Dorset and is a graduate of both Leeds College of Music and the Royal Academy of Music. He has performed 
recently in New York and Saudi Arabia and has sung as a soloist for Buxton Festival Opera, Royal Shakespeare Company, 
Waterperry Opera Festival, Retrospect Opera, Merry Opera Company, XOGA, Northern Opera Group, Proper Opera and 
Opera on Location. He directs several choirs, appears regularly on the concert platform throughout the UK and is the Learning 
and Participation Manager for Leeds Lieder. Phil also plays the piano accordion and bass guitar in ceilidh bands and finds 
inspiration and refreshment through long walks in the countryside. 
 
CHRISTIAN HOLDER - Director 
 
Christian has been in theatre his whole life, performing throughout his school years in London on television, in repertory 
theatre, and with his father’s company, Boscoe Holder and his Caribbean Dancers. He was a leading dancer with New York’s 
Joffrey Ballet in the 60s and 70s, and he has choreographed and designed costumes for American Ballet Theatre, The Joffrey 
Ballet, Ballet Théâtre de Bordeaux, amongst other companies. Christian designed stage outfits for Tina Tuner from 1973 to 
1984. He conceived and directed a showcase in New York for Verse of Fortune, a musical theatre-piece based on the life of 
French Poet, Charles Baudelaire. He wrote the book and lyrics for the show. Back in London after many years based in the 
US, Christian now has a career as a solo cabaret vocalist, having performed at the Crazy Coqs, in Piccadilly’s Brazerie Zédel, 
and at Chelsea’s, The Pheasantry. Christian’s next venture will be to direct, IDA RUBINSTEIN – The Final Act, a play with 
music, video, and stylised movement, for which he also wrote the script.  
 
EMILY RAIHER – The Messenger 
 
Emily is a multi-instrumentalist, composer, singer and music therapist from London who studied at guildhall, and the royal 
academy of music. Having always known she was slightly crocodilian she joined the old Kang pow in 2019.  Emily has 
composed for film and most recently the Eden project, as well as DJing around the world, working with artists from hip hop 
legends de la soul to uk garage stalwart zed bias. Emily’s single ‘and every’ reached no 1 in the juno dance charts and she 
is known for spanning many different genres with her voice and works as a vocal coach, sharing her knowledge of a huge 
variety of vocal techniques with up and coming singers.  
 
HELEN KARIKARI - The Lady-in-Waiting / The Goddess of Love 
 
Helen Karikari is a Ghanaian operatic soprano. Studies include Opera Studies BA (Hons) Rose Bruford College, London and 
Béla Bartók School of Musicianship. Previous studies – Sustainability Studies, MA, the University of Cambridge. Recordings 
include Oscar winner 2019 for Black Panther film sound track – Soprano 1 - Marvel Studios, Walt Disney Pictures. Composer 
Ludwig Goransson. Conductor, John Aston Thomas. She has sung with Villa incanto, Italy, Opera de Bauge, France, Chineke 
Chorus, Royal Festival Hall, Hampstead Garden Opera, West London Opera, OperaFesta, OperaWorkout and Port Eliot 
Festival. Forthcoming engagements are Musetta, la Boheme and Adina, L’Elisir d’amore with Villa incanto in 2021. Recital 
engagements include Kensington Palace, Iris Axon Concert Series 2017 & 2018 and Forbes House, London. Film work 
includes Good Omens, Terry Prachett and Neil Gaiman – BBC Amazon, The Crown, Netflix, series 1 and Black Earth Rising, 
Netflix. TV commercials- UK Ford and IKEA. 
 
JACKSON SCOTT – The Wizard Mystah Byegee 
 
Born in Seville to British parents who left London for rural Spain in the 70´s, Jackson’s music is steeped in these differing 
cultures: flamenco flourishes embellish song-writing reminiscent of the late 60′s Kinks and Syd Barrett, but with a more anarchic 
attitude; unusual jazz-influenced chords crossover with New Orleans/Rock ‘n Roll beats against a constant backdrop of 
rumbas and strong Hispanic rhythms; lyrics move smoothly between his two mother tongues. 
 
SUSAN HARRIOTT - Momolow 
 
Susan Harriott has a been a professional singer for almost thirty years. Trained at Italia Conti, she got her first gig backing 
for the 90’s pop group Snap. She sung and taught with The London Community Gospel Choir and Kingdom Choir for many 
years and her grounding in gospel blues and Jazz opened many doors in her career. She toured the globe extensively with 
Corinne Bailey Rae, John Legend, Rumer and Mutya Buena (Sugar Babes) and her backing vocals can be heard on the tracks 
of Adele, Madonna, Michael Bolton, Westlife, and many more. She has appeared on most major television programmes such 
as The Oprah Winfrey Show, Ellen Degeneres, Studio 60, David Letterman and Jimmy Kimmel to name a few. Susan is 
currently working in London’s newest and sauciest Opera, The Crocodile of Old Kang Pow. She is a sought after session and 
touring singer and has established a fun and accessible community choir called The London Pub Choir. 
 
 


