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Hughes’s libretto is full of smart, Maga-bashing one-liners, dodgy rhymes and contrived but 
nevertheless funny exchanges that (possibly) hold a mirror up to the weird actualite of family life 
in Trumpland. 
 
Rooted in community storytelling and bold new music-making [...] QUEST brings together 
school pupils, community chorus members, professional singers, and Royal Northern 
Sinfonia. 
 
 
…a rough charm…that the audience truly appreciated… 

 
 

Tête à Tête, the annual festival of new, nearly new and not-quite-ready-yet operas: you never 
know what you’re going to get and that’s part of the appeal. The festival is ambitious by any 
standards – 16 operas in two weeks – but not lavishly funded, so bare-bones stagings and 
tiny ensembles are de rigueur. 

 
 

The redoubtable Bill Bankes-Jones and the Tête-à-Tête Opera Festival were back ploughing 
their playful, DIY furrow with their usual fervour, with well over a dozen new works gracing the 
Cockpit’s black-box stage in September and October. Their range was as colourful as ever.  
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