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Téte a Téte: The Opera Festival

Announces 2025 Lineup

Téte a Téte: The Opera Festival has announced its 2025 edition
It Must Have Been Tuesday” features words and performance by Joanna Gamble and Neil Balfour. Russell Plows
offers music and direction to the piece, which is inspired by the U.S. event “The Moth." It features two opera singers

speak and sing about a life-changing event, supported only by a violin solo

Performance Date: June 27, 2025

“Rossini and the Overture” is an all-new concept by Tim Burke that showcases the famed composer under arrest

May 26,2025 - @ ONLINE

Tete a Tete: The
Opera Festival
Announces 2025...

operawire.com/tete-a-tete-the-opera-festi...

Estimated Views 1 11 K
[ )

Calculated based on
audience size and social
engagement. Provided...
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https://operawire.com/tete-a-tete-the-opera-festival-announces-2025-lineup/
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Hull Urban Opera gets up close & personal, Emma Wheeler & Anna Appleby bring together two
musical worlds: Téte a Téte takes the opera festival to Newcastle
Live reviews Labels: North East, preview Abot
@ Impressive debuts: Opera Holland
Park's first Wagner opera, Der fliegende This year Téte & Téte: The Opera Festival not only
Holldnder is something of a triumph [ 1]
@ Something memorable: Jacqueline returns for its 18th edition, but is expanding and
Stucker, David Bates & La Nuova Musica : there with performances in Newcastle and
in Handel's Alcina, Rodelinda, plus London. Téte a Téte: The Opera Festival is at
Telemann at Wigmore Hall h
@ The final concerts In this year's Alphabetti Theatre in Newcastle on 27 and 28
Norfolk & Norwich Festival: the BBC June, and then moves to the Cockpit in London
1’::";’"::1:2?52""‘;”:"3‘9“:‘;"':‘; from 22 September to 5 October.
strangers to the city .
@ Powertul stutf: Opera North's concert The Newcastle performances build on Téte a Téte's
staging of Verdi's Simon Boccanegra, an collaborations with North East artists and the
;:::":9 filing tho Roysl Festival Hall with Royal Northern Sinfonia developed over several
@ Colour & imagination: Rameau's years. Téte a Téte is partnering with North Tyneside Music Education Hub to deliver QUEST 2025—a fantasy-inspired
Pigmalion plus music from Les Boréades., opera project running over Summer & Autumn 2025 co-created with young people in North Shields, rooted in
Early Opera Company at Temple Music
@ A near-perfect triptych: At Opéra community storytelling and bold new music-making, culminating in performances on Sunday 19 October at The Plane
Bastille, Paris, Christof Loy conjures. Exchange 1856 2025. QUEST brings together school pupils, community chorus members, professional singers, and Robe
atmosphere inspired by film for Puccini's If Royal Northern Sinfonia. (photo
Trittico conducted by Carlo Rizzi
: See R
D.m:);'::x;‘“ e o O At Alphabetti Theatre in Newcastle, Hull Urban Opera will be bringing their show it must have been Tuesday. Created by the oy
masterpiece at Oldenburg Staatstheater company’s artistic director, Russell Plows as a preparation for performers in an up-close, immersive style of performance, the aim of to geti
with Jason Kim the show Is to remove all potential barriers to communica7on (no set, costume, character or libretto - the words are the singers’ own) Woand
This Month on Planet Hu gill resulting in a warm, direct delivery of often sensitive ideas conveyed through both speech and singing. The stories were first 60 Op:
@ Our April newsletter: Peter Grimes in presented in Hull in 2021, and in Newcastle the true stories at this performance are written and performed by Neil Balfour and are no
Cardiff, Werther in Paris, Winter Opera Joanna Gamble accompanied by Ellie Gaynard Evans on violin with music by Russell Plows. Classi
Festival in Sarasota
Ghost is built on Emma Wheeler and Anna Apmeby's life experience as queer, neurodlvergenl women — stories that have not on‘_‘,
R d . historically been told in opera, llnged with comedy, trauma, and love. This opera Is the comlng-(ogemer of two musical worlds, from 'sn;”:'g!
® SOMHM’?C:’! ':‘Z‘II‘::OWHS’W — Appleby’s and BBC opera history and Emma Wheeler's rich mezzo vocals, to Norrisette and abou
S0NGS by FOBER U & WA GIotE Rosé Gold's grungy underground electronica and DIY drag fashion extravagance. Prepare for a ghost story like no other! an of
receive ardent championship from wona
Christian Immier & Helmut Deutsch Other works Include the intriguing Rossini and the Overture, based around the premise of a man impersonating Rossini and failing to - suppr
A genre finding its way: Maurice finish the operal This is a work-in-progress sharing as the team test out their new approach to opera. And there are also four festival
G e oo =ndlsh | shorts, operatic extracts and from and the area. | —
e i i Rece
@ A somewhat eclectic yet satistying Full details from the festival website. s
Journey: Swiss baritone Aneas Humm Jo:
explores ideas of freedom in songs by Jac
Beethoven, Schubert, Amy Beach, & - Ny
Joseph Man Posted by Planet Huglll at Thursday, May, 29, 2025 02 MDDt E® Hod
@ 'magination & sense of drama: John Jon
Weldon's 1701 prize-winning The Fot
Judgement of Paris in its first recording . od
from Academy of Ancient Music & No comments: t«’;.
Cambridge Handel Opera Co. Ad
@ Pure enjoyment: Peter Moore &1 Post a Comment Pet
Tredegar Band give the first recording of e
Simon Dobson's concerto for Moore . L ~ Ja ]
@ Between Friends: a new disc of To leave a comment, click the button below to sign in with Google. SKY
Jonathan Dove's music celebrates Bod
i L
riendship & collaboration in music SIGNINWITH G £ e

May 29, 2025

@ ONLINE

Hull Urban Opera
gets up close &
personal, Emma...

planethugill.com/2025/05/hull-urban-ope...
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https://www.planethugill.com/2025/05/hull-urban-opera-gets-up-close-personal.html
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N From offers to events, new openings to major Doma|r.1 U.m.que
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changes, we've got everything you need to plan... e, iy Téte ‘a Téte: The
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Get into

VENUES OFFERS EVENTS N(‘“'(‘as(l(‘ THINGS TODO  RESTAURANT WEEK

Home > Events > Téte a Téte: The Opera Festiva...

Events Share =4 f in

Téte a Téte: The Opera Festival: Estimated Views 176K
Alphabetti Theatre .
4 N o Calculated based on

Arts and Culture ) Entertainmer
audience size and social
engagement. Provided...

You may also like

TéleAstaT

*OPERAS
FESTIVALS

A Tickets:
Join Alphabetti Theatre this June as Téte a Téte: The Opera Festival expands Cdl](‘"(.llghl n('l\(' ts:
beyond London for the very first time! Alderman Fenwick's House

Offers

There'll be two nights of performances, highlighting collaborations that have been
developed between brilliant local artists, the Royal Northern Sinfonia and Téte a
Téte.

CRUSSRING

From moving true stories, to experimental new opera, there'll be something for
everyone!
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NewcastleGateshead

£\ Home > Events > Téte ATéte The Opera Festival 2025

Estimated Views
Téte a Téte: The 405
Opera Festival 2025 Calculated based on

audience size and social
engagement. Provided...

VISIT WEBSITE

Fri 27 Jun 2025 12:00 am - Sat 28 Jun 2025

12:00 TA A S
o Téle Aot
Address: Alphabetti Theatre H
e

—

Téte a Téte: The Opera Festival returns in 2025 for its 18th edition, celebrating a major milestone as it expands beyond
London for the first time.

The festival opens in Newcastle highlighting collaborations with North East artists, the Royal Northern Sinfonia and Téte a

Téte developed over several years, marking a bold step in the festival's ongoing commitment to regional creative
partnerships.

Event Dates Filter by Month Please select v

Date Available Ticket Types Ticket Price Book Tickets
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culturednortheast.co.uk/p/curated-culture...
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Curated Culture 24.06.25

Our weekly recommendations round up from North East stages and cultural venues
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Hello and a happy Tuesday to you!

Whether you're easing into the week or already sprinting through it, consider this your
cultural pit stop - a well-stocked guide to some of the North East's finest happenings.

We're here, as ever, with our artisanal buffet of gigs, theatre, exhibitions, festivals and
other excellent distractions to get you out and about (or to add to your “must do that
soon” list). From last-minute nights out to long-range plans, there's plenty to dig into.
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Use BBC.com or the new BBC App to listen to BBC podcasts, Radio 4 and
the World Service outside the UK.

B EME RADIO

NEWCASTLE

L 14:00 - 18:00 18:00 - 20:00
Scott Makin on BBC Radio Newcastle Total Sport - North East
16/09/2025

Scott brings you trusted news and sport, music and fun, and afternoon conversation.

Programme Website (7

Cymraeg = Gaeilge | Gaidhlig BBC Sounds Help | Contacts, Privacy and Information | Help with Signing In

Explore the BBC

Home News Business Innovation Culture

Travel Earth Live

Terms of Use  About the BBC  Privacy Policy Cookies Accessibility Help  Parental Guidance Contact the BBC ~ BBC emails for you

Advertise with us
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Anna Appleby
Interview

dropbox.com/scl/fo/nx3b9r5bv49tpi23mi...
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Tyneside

T?ﬁéslniie

ﬂ mmth DowTE

You can now donate to Radio Tyneside using

PayPal

Donate with PayPal

2, 04:27AM 2 09:52PM

The time is Thursday 02:45:46PM

On Air Now 2:00pm - 4:00pm

THE AFTERNOON SHOW

Stuart Sydenham is your host this afternoon
with music, chat and a few things to think about.

|« Give Me The Reason - Luther Vandross

Home

® LISTEN AGAIN

Home - Radio Tyneside

Hospital and Community Radio for Newcastle upon
Tyne and Gateshead, broadcasting from the UK on...

‘ ‘
SsoRPRu sk

o

27
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Catch up with some of your favourite programmes from Radio Tyneside

Here are the five most recent uploads

© Connected Voice

nodio, Advoca
Tyneside Yy

® 16 hours ago
© Curtain Up #225 -

-
% 22/06/2025
CURHERTP

@l (©3daysago 2 ©

Others

Some of our special and
one-off programmes.

On The Way Up

Curtain Up

Music from stage and
screen with James Bell.

Let's Talk
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Provided by

© SimilarWeh

Jun 27,2025 ® ONLINE

Radio Tyneside
Announcement

radiotyneside.co.uk/listenagain
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Northern Arts Review 19 6.76K
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Review: Ghost at Alphabetti
Theatre

Share On Facebook

K |
"...a rough charm...that m

the audience truly
appreciated..."
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“...a rough charm...that the audience truly

appreciated...”

Jun 29,2025 - @& ONLINE

Review: Ghost at
Alphabetti Theatre -
Northern Arts Review

northernartsreview.co.uk/north-east/revie...
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"Melania: The Opera"
o Set to Premiere in
London in Septemb...

World's leading classical music news source.

Enhance your artistic background

with an advanced degree in arts management. theviolinchannel.com/melania-the-opera-...

Join a vibrant, international community of arts innovators.
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Industry insight for music professionals since 1976
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News / Melania Trump gets operatic treatment

MELANIA TRUMP GETS OPERATIC Estimated Views

TREATMENT 83 O

Claire Jackson

THURSDAY, JULY 31, 2025 Calculated based on

audience size and social

The White House meets opera house in a new political satire i
engagement. Provided...

‘In some ways Melania is more interesting than Trump'

She's one of the most high-profile women in the world, yet Melania Trump
remains something of an enigma. Now, a new opera starring Melinda Hughes
shines a light on the first lady — and provides a few laughs along the way.

e e O O ERT O TR e a ) AT T C AT

shines a light on the first lady — and provides a few laughs along the way.

Written by Hughes, who has a background in cabaret, and pianist Jeremy Limb
— with additional lyrics by comedian Rich Hall - Melania The Operais set in
2027 during Trump's second term. The plot sees Melania arrive at a school to
deliver a speech for her anti-bullying campaign; meanwhile, news breaks that
Putin'’s forces are invading Slovenia, Melania’s homeland. The White House
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Téte a Téte Announces 2025 London e
Opera Festival Program

Aug 07,2025 - @& ONLINE
Téte a Tete
Announces 2025
London Opera...

operawire.com/tete-a-tete-announces-20...
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Remy Franck's Journal about Classical Music
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Remy Franck's Journal - Classics In Luxembourg

Mvartisine Comic opera about Melania Trump to be premiered in 13/08/2025
London
Deutsche The comic opera Melania: The Opera, centered on the figure of the Melania Trump, will premiere next Estimated Views
Radio Se er 25 at the Cockpit Theatre in London as part of t ea estival. The play is signed by

Philharmonie sl elinda Hughes, who will also take on the lead role, and composer Jeremy Limb. The text is written

by comedian Rich Hall and stage direction is by Daniel Slater.
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engagement. Provided...

Set in th 2027, the opera presents a dystopian scenario in which Russian forces have occupied

Ukraine, Hu nia and are moving w el ing a school

of Slov nt on, the
protagonist fac blic figure in the

face of a threat to her home country.
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Reliability in times of volatility
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People >

Why Deutsche Bank’s former FX chief is
reinventing himself as an opera
composer

Kevin Rodgers spent 25 years on the trading floor, but is now turning to music

By Paul Clarke ( Follow )

< Share TT Resize

Aug 15,2025 - @& ONLINE
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Melania| political satirist and opera
singer Melinda Hughes describes her
new opera

18 August, 2025

Ahead of the premiere of Melania, a new opera about
The First Lady, which premieres at the Cockpit Theatre
as part of the Tete a Tete festival, the opera singer
Melinda Hughes describes her approach to writing
political satire. Read her blow below.
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Melanial political
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singer Melinda...
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SEP " Melania The Opera £6.50 - £20.50

September 25 @ ¢

&3 Event Series (See All)

Set in 2027 during Donald Trump’s tumultuous second term, Melania Trump visits a school to promote her
anti-bullying “Be Best” campaign with her venomous assistant. When news breaks that Russian forces are invading
her homeland of Slovenia, Melania must choose whether to stay loyal to her husband’s America-First stance or stand
up to bullies and fight for humanity. Produced by Cheyne Productions Ltd with music by Jeremy Limb & Melinda
Hughes and words by Hughes & Limb (with additional lyrics by Rich Hall), this laugh-out-loud comic opera blends
sharp political satire with a personal journey. Recommended for adults; strong language.

Like this:

¥y Like  Be the first to like this.

B' Add to calendar +
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Guy's 'The Fairy
Temple' in London
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Lucinda Guy's 'The Fairy Temple'
showcased at London opera festival
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Hidden Lovers

What did she sacrifice for love?

A new chamber opera by Janet Oates, to a
libretto by Simon Pettifar based on a memoir of
Guy de Maupassant. Opening the Téte-a-téte
opera festival 2025, this show is a dark
contemplation of tensions between privileged

idealism and realism.

22nd September 2025
The Cockpit Theatre, Marylebone, NW8 8EH

Buy your tickets HERE!

about the spera

Hidden Lovers is a fully fledged chamber opera written for this year's Téte-a-téte opera festival, with
professional cast and community chorus, accompanied by string trio and auxiliary instruments.

Poet Simon Pettifar has drawn upon a mysterious extract from the memoirs of Guy de Maupassant to create
a dark journey from naivety to disillusioned experience.

A Traveller is drawn to rediscover the rural idyll of simple content and loving self-sacrifice of the people he
encountered years before in his innocent wanderings through the French countryside. His hopes are crushed
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when he is forced to confront a reality in stark contrast with his privileged complacency and is exposed to the
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Norrisette: GHOST at Téte a Téte
Opera Festival

-

Q The Cockpit 2

Saturday 28th September, 8.30pm
The Cockpit Theatre, London
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Subscribe

Past Issues

Hi hi 47 A big thank you to everyone who's bought us a coffee this month to support
our work &

Today we delve into a topic that remains taboo within the classical music

world: performance anxiety, and what happens when your performance goes wrong.

We've also got some concerts that you'll want to go to, and a range of jobs within the
industry.

Classical music's taboos

SWINBURNE

Memory slips to meltdowns: Caroline Swinburne on classical
music’s taboos

What happens when a famous solo goes disastrously wrong in front of a huge
audience? This is the premise of Solo, a new novel by author and musician Caroline
swinburne, which delves into the murky world of performance anxiety and the
mental health strugeles of classical musicians.
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Plastic Bodies ~
Marylebone,
London

Thursday 25 September 2025
7:00pm - 8:10pm

The Cockpit
Gateforth Street, London, England, NW8,
United Kingdom (map)
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Alternative Classical creates and promotes new
approaches to classical music. Find an informal...
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I ' 8% Darkly funny
7 | experimental
"8 musictheatre for
- ' 1

the #metoo era

How does an industry so obsessed with the voice leave its performers without one?

2

Flipping between live game-play. film, movement, electronics, and the rehearsal room,
PLASTIC BODIES peels back the curtain on hidden abuse in the opera industry.
Following rave reviews at their 2023 double bill (FIVE STARS' - Opera Now; ‘Revelatory'
- TLS), PLASTIC BODIES returns to Téte-a-Téte with a full-length showdown you won't

want to miss.

BOOK TICKETS

Featured

Wings (1927) + Live Shifting Patterns ~ Shifting Patterns ~
Organ Score ~ Bath Inverness Glasgow
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> Reclaiming Autonomy: PLASTIC BODIES creators on tackling abuse in opera

Reclaiming Autonomy: PLASTIC BODIES
creators on tackling abuse in opera

Georgie West + 15th September 2025 26 min read
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Due to popular demand, Melania The Opera additional performance added at the Cockpit TOP 5 SEEN AND HEARD POSTS
Theatre for the 2025 Téte a Téte Opera Festival
The partnership between the LSO and

Sir Antonio Pappano goes from
strength to strength

Thursday 25th September & Thursday 2nd October 9pm

Fragments and monumentality:
Mikeld with the Concertgebouw at
the Enescu Festival

Pianist Alexander Malofeev's
illuminating Tchaikovsky
performance in Vancouver

Bampton Classical Opera’s Salieri
serves up a landlady’s lyrical tonic

A vibrant West Side Story opens the
opera season in Los Angeles

RECENT COMMENTS
Melinda Hughes takes on her biggest role to date as the First Lady
Chris Kettle on A splendid, fascinating
Cast and Creatives: and, at the end, courageous Prom led
Melania - Melinda Hughes by Ilan Volkov
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Melania Trump takes on Putin in London

opera

Soprano Melinda Hughes writes, composes and stars in ‘Melania: The Opera’,
a playful chamber piece about the first lady’s dilemmas during a fictional
Russian invasion of her homeland, Slovenia

Sep 25,2025 - @& ONLINE

Melania Trump takes
on Putin in London
opera

english.elpais.com/culture/2025-09-25/m...

Estimated Views 2 47K ©)

Calculated based on
audience size and social
engagement. Provided...


https://share.coveragebook.com/b/7938bb7214fa1c46/clips/12dcfe6a-d8d7-4a38-ac65-3459cecfda57
https://english.elpais.com/culture/2025-09-25/melania-trump-takes-on-putin-in-london-opera.html

Latest news & breaking D92 | 31'.5M Sep 26,2025 - ® ONLINE
omain nique

headlines | The Times and Authority @ Visis 3

. s N Melania the Opera
The Sunday Times o | e P

The latest breaking UK, US, world, business and review — a swea ry
sport news from The Times and The Sunday Time... . ?
funny first lady face...

thetimes.com/culture/theatre-dance/articl...

= Q THE 3808 TIMES Home UK World Comment Life&Style Business & Money Sport C Login Subscribe

Our search has been improved with
better results and easier filtering to find
the articles you want

Close

Estimated Views 32 K

Calculated based on

FIRST NIGHT

Melania the Opera review — a audience Siieé'”d-?ia'

. engagement. Fro ed...
sweary, funny first lady faces 999 v
the music

The year is 2027 and Russia invades Slovenia: what would Melania do? The
composer Jeremy Limb and singer Melinda Hughes dive into Trumpland
in a smart, Maga-bashing piece

Richard Morrison, Chief
Culture Writer

ptember 26 2025,
ST, The Times

Fri

Melinda Hughes stars as Melania Trump

0 The inscrutable Melania Trump, The Times declared this week, “is
Today's Quizle L« . » . . ),
gjoja} stepping out of the shadows” and even influencing her husband’s

foreign policy. If so, life is imitating art, or at least musical satire —
Q: Which fictional land
was said by its creator to
have been named after a forcefully speak her own mind in public for the first time in years.

because in Melania the Opera the first lady does exactly that:
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This opera about Melania Trump manages to straddle both comedy and
tragedy
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As the Crows Fly ~
Marylebone,
London

Wednesday 1 October 2025
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The Cockpit
Gateforth Street, London, England, NW8
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Dive into the
complexities of

the crows’ roles

within their world

As the Crows Fly was initially created as a 15-minute scene for the Royal Academy of
Music's Opera Makers programme, now expanded into a full-length opera with
chamber accompaniment. In this new version, we dive into the complexities of the
crows' roles within their world. Crows tells the tale of three birds as they circle a fresh
battlefield deciding who to eat. They are Préachan, Feannag, and Bran; creatures that
blur the beastly and the human. Through a darkly humorous lens, the piece examines
the ugly but necessary roles that scavenger animals play in the decomposition
process. One crow in particular is forced to come to terms with this when they meet
one of the dead soldiers they are obligated to feast on.

Combining the literary worlds of Shakespeare and Ted Hughes with the sounds of
Stravinsky, Weill and Britten, Crows promises to offer a funny, surreal and poignant
evening at the opera

Written and directed by early-career creatives Ben Hoppe and Edie Bailey premiering
at the Téte-a-Téte Opera Festival in October 2025. Created by and for queer, Trans and
non-binary artists, this darkly humorous, folk-inspired project explores gender fluidity
within nature, war, and mythology and urgently addresses the lack of gender diversity
in opera.
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Wiltshire’s mood-laden sepia-
and shadow-accented lighting.

Menzies’s slickly executed
staging corralled his amalgam
of established  performers
and local talent into a tightly-
knit ensemble to provide
ample room for standout
contributions. Among those
was a star turn as Heidi
Schiller by Lesley Garrett, at
70 still vocally secure with
only a hint of fraying around
the edges, and clearly relishing
the poignancy of a last
moment in the spotlightalongside her soaringly sung younger version by Petra Wells,
an alumna of NI Opera’s Chorus Development Programme.

The other pairings of young and old were equally well matched and as vividly
dispatched, with opportunities aplenty afforded by Menzies for centre-stage set
picces. Anna-Jane Casey’s heartfelt, heartbreaking ‘Losing My Mind” was lit up by
an aching saxophone solo, Jacqueline Dankworth’s Carlotta boasted a salted-caramel
creaminess in a fulsomely defiant ‘I'm Still Here’, Allison Harding’s Harttie
channelled the Cabaret-cra Liza Minnelli, and Annette McLaughlin scized her
moment to shine in the sequinned pizzazz of ‘The Story of Lucy and Jessie’.

Greg Arrowsmith conducted the orchestra with a finesse and flair perfectly
simpatico with Menzies’s emotionally nuanced and adroitly crafted production.
With Follies another vivacious feather in their hat, might Menzies and NI Opera be
persuaded to add Sondheim’s Assassins to their ‘to do’ list? MICHAEL QUINN

Petra Wells and Lesley Garrett in ‘Follies’ at NI Opera

Plastic Bodies, As the Crows Fly, Melania, the Opera and The Murderous
Delusions of Gavrilo K

Téte-a-Téte Opera Festival at the Cockpit Theatre, London, September 25, October 1,
2and 4

The redoubtable Bill Bankes-Jones and the Téte-a-Téte Opera Festival were back
ploughing their playful, DIY furrow with their usual fervour, with well over a dozen
new works gracing the Cockpit’s black-box stage in September and October. Their
range was as colourful as ever.

Plastic Bodies s a five-way multimedia collaboration between the composer Amy
Bryce, mezzo-soprano Rosie Middleton, soprano Sarah Parkin, film-maker Catherine
Valvé and composer and pianist Maya-Leigh Rosenwasser. Previous iterations of the
picce have been developed at Tere-2-Téte and Huddersfield Contemporary Music
Festival. Plastic Bodies takes the opera business as its subject. It’s a funny and surreal

2t Opera, January 2026
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Things took a rather more (.30thic urn with 4s the Crotws Fly, with music by Ben
Hoppe and wor::is ,and direction by Edie Bailey. Previously incubated by the Royal
Acadcn'i)" of Music s.Opcra-Makcrs scheme, it sees a young Crow (Jasper Kindicysides)
st to join the family business of gobbling up batdefield carrion. The parents,
dmorous Ash Hcfward and the magisterial bass-baritone Iris Oliver, arc cast as Victorian
undcrmkcrs: This solemn if ghoulish work is an essential part of a cycle of death,
transfiguration and mourning, through a keen-eyed reckoning with the seemingly
inevitable facts of mortality and violence. Despite this, there are spots of arch, corvid-
black humour, alongside a stark text inspired by Shakespeare and Ted Hughes. Hestor
Dartsings the young soldier killed on the battlefield, whois heldin akind of agonized
purgatory because he is not eaten; they sing an exquisite account of their final
moments. The work’s second half turns in this more iyncai, probing direction,
offserting the cabaret-like music of the small band in the first part with clarinet,
trumpet, single strings, piano, and the folksy thrum of an accordion. Thereare hints
of Weill, Stravinsky and Gershwin, butlwas reminded in particular of Hans Zender’s
rescoring of Winterreise. Created for a cast of trans singers and celebrating gender
non-conforming and queer identities, iUs rich with symbolism and pcrfumc:d with
Jament, as well as having 2 darkly celebratory aspect. The voices it showcases bring
unique colours to the opemic stage, and we should hear them more often.

In starker, exprcssionist mood was Kevin Rodgers's The Murderots Delusions of
Gavrlo K. A spooky, contemporary riffon the infamous assassin, iTWas held together
a mognetic performance of wiry intensity from Quito Clothier, who locked horns
ith 7 izabeth Marshall as the psychiatrist Doctor Sunderland, whose rationalist
wor! ' riew and pcrsonai Jife started tO disintegrate as she was asked t0 judge whether
) was sanc¢ enough to sWing from the gallows. His wild visions of death and
apo- slypse Were broughtinto view using live video thatwas spliced and transformed,
atmosphere, and was ingeniousiy used to complement the

adc g to the dreamlike

sp staging.
121



Its central proposition—
would you kill one man to
save a billion?—scemed less
urgent than the critique of
institutional groupthink and
public  paranoia that the
scenes with the Prosecutor (a
wild Anna Loveday) and
Judge/Institute  Director (a
fractious Oleksii Zasiadko)
called up. The dramatic flow
was hampered by a rather
rigid electronic/MIDI score
and what felt like mechanical

word-setting, with a text that told far too much instead of showing. But the scenario
itself is pregnant enough with possibility, and with a musical rethink its prophetic
and psychic intensity could rake full flight.

Just as Donald Trump is receiving his first revival at the White House, it seemed
ficting that Melania: The Opera would get a sold-out encore performance at the
festival too. With words and music by Jeremy Limb and Melinda Hughes, and
additional lyrics from the comedian Rich Hall, it follows FLOTUS to a
catastrophically stagc-mnnagcd speech ata rundown clementary school, thrown off
course by events outside the school gates—Putin’s invasion of Melania’s native
Slovenia—given in witty parentheses by a ditzy reporter who acts as chorus and
prologue (Meighread Dandeneau). Melania, sung by Hughes, turned against her
bullying PA as her relationship with Louise Innes’s School Principal thaws.

It was tremendous fun, not least a splendidly choreographed song-and-dance
number recounting Trump’s favourite three-word slogans. It departed from its
zippy, stage musical style for sequences of surprising tenderness and vulnerability,
with Melania’s introspective aria about her childhood and a sweet duet with the
Principal. There was a vocal grandeur to Hughes’s performance that was regal, but
with a sweet legato thar did a grand job of humanizing the First Lady, alongside the
buzzy satire. Phil Clieve was hyperactiy ely nasty as Melania’s PA, with music redolent
of Mao Zedong in Nixon in ( hina. IU’s being developed into a 90-minute span—
surely one for the Kean Iy Ce BENJAMIN POORE

Melinda Hughes in ‘Melania: The Opera’
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Hughes’s libretto is full of smart, Maga-bashing one-liners, dodgy rhymes and contrived but
nevertheless funny exchanges that (possibly) hold a mirror up to the weird actualite of family life
in Trumpland.

Rooted in community storytelling and bold new music-making [...] QUEST brings together
school pupils, community chorus members, professional singers, and Royal Northern
Sinfonia.

...a rough charm...that the audience truly appreciated...

Téte a Téte, the annual festival of new, nearly new and not-quite-ready-yet operas: you never
know what you’re going to get and that’s part of the appeal. The festival is ambitious by any
standards — 16 operas in two weeks — but not lavishly funded, so bare-bones stagings and
tiny ensembles are de rigueur.

The redoubtable Bill Bankes-Jones and the Téte-a-Téte Opera Festival were back ploughing
their playful, DIY furrow with their usual fervour, with well over a dozen new works gracing the
Cockpit’s black-box stage in September and October. Their range was as colourful as ever.
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